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described, and circulated among, the intellectual
coteries, but was prepared, in his spare time, to put
the Foreign Secretary right. The very scholarship
examinations at the Universities teemed with
opportunities for exposing the errors of the British
Government. And, thanks to the History Master,
these questions at least the dullest schoolboy could
answer. Thousands of intelligent persons who had
never crossed a working-man's threshold, or gone
short of a meal themselves, knew all about the
starvation of the unemployed in 1932 on unemploy-
ment insurance slightly more generous than that
which most of them had applauded when it was
dispensed by a Labour Government in 1924. Thou-
sands of intelligent persons lay awake at night
because the British Government was not more
truculent with Japan or Italy. And if you pointed
out to them that no Government nowadays can
browbeat a powerful state unless in the last resort its
own people is prepared, and known to be prepared,
to go to war, and if you then asked whether they had
any evidence that the British people had in fact been
prepared to see their sons killed for either Manchukuo
or Abyssinia, the most inveterate War-is-Hell man,
after a resentful stare, would reply, "Perhaps not.
But the Government could easily have whipped up
a war fever."

How is it that the feeble and exotic creeds
upon which so much ink has been spilled have
left nine citizens out of ten, perhaps ninety-nine out
of a hundred, so completely unscathed? Because, in.
the first place, the public of literature and art, unlike
the public of the wireless, is extremely small. In the